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To discharge its duties every government requires
large sources of income, the power to impose taxation, and
also to borrow money on the credit of the country. This,
in a federation, necessitates the assigning of necessary
powers to the federal government, including the control
over the property of the country, control of public debt and
the establishment of banks and mints.
These are, in short, some of the powers that are given
to the federal  government in a federation.   All modern
federations,  U. S. A.,  Switzerland, Australia, Canada and
the German Republic have generally assigned them to the
federal government.    But the  list is neither exhaustive nor
it could be made so. . No two countries are similar in their
internal problems much less so federations in which the
problem is always hydra headed.   Consequently no rules
can possibly be prescribed  to  guide the distribution of
powers  between the federal   government   and  the  state
governments.   The  history,  environments, and conditions
of different   countries   essentially   differ;    moreover   the
development of science followed by  new discoveries and
inventions is bringing new problems to light.   This further
complicates the task of laying down specific lines of division
between the authorities of the two kinds of governments.
We can at best enunciate certain general principles which
may be taken as a guide to  tackle this problem.   It may
be mentioned  here  that the greatest controversy between
the federal government and the state governments arises over
this question of the distribution of powers between them.
The case of the Union of South Africa is quite different
from that of other federations. Here almost all govern-
mental powers are reserved to the Union Government and
very little is left to the provincial governments to do in the
sphere of administration* Article 59 of the Constitution
clearly lays down : " Parliament shall have full power to
make laws for the peace, order, and good government of the